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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims replaces the listings of the claims in the present 
patent application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended). A system for preventing unauthorized play of digital 
content, comprising: 

a distributing recording medium selected from a general recording medium 
consisting of a CD and a DVD, in which on wh i ch a content file having header 
information and a data body is recorded and lacks a part of the header information; 

a bank or credit card company communicatively coupled to the Internet with a 
communication line: 

a management unit communicatively coupled to the Internet with the 
communication line, the management unit configured to manage for manag i ng use 
of the content file on the distributing recording medium and capable of transferring 
the prepared part of the header information as a piece of data via [[a]] the 
communication line , wherein the communication line is configured to communicate 
the piece of data after a charge is collected from the bank or credit card company ; 
and 

a digital content playing device communicatively coupled to the Internet with 
the communication line, the digital content playing device configured to play usod for 
at l oast p l ay i ng the content file on the distributing recording medium and having a 
function of communicating via the communication line with the management unit, the 
piece of data being necessary for the digital content playing device to play the data 
body, wherein 

when a request to play the content file under authentication and charging 
conditions is inputted by a user to the digital content playing device, the digital 
content playing device transfers the request via the communication line to the 
management unit, the management unit checks authentication and charging of the 
user related to the request before transferring the piece of data via the 
communication line to the digital content playing device, and the digital content 
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playing device uses the header information on the distributing recording medium and 
the piece oidata only in play operation to play the data body on the distributing 
recording medium. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended). A system for preventing unauthorized play of digital 
content comprising: 

a distributing recording medium selected from a general recording medium 
consisting of a CD and a DVD, in which on wh i ch a content file having header 
information and a data body is recorded in a state of lacking at least part of the 
header information; 

a bank or credit card company communicatively coupled to the Internet with a 
communication line: 

a management unit communicatively coupled to the Internet with the 
communication line, the management unit configured to manage for manag i ng use 
of the content file on the distributing recording medium and capable of transmitting 
the prepared part of the header information as a piece of data via [[a]] the 
communication line , wherein the communication line is configured to communicate 
the piece of data after a charge is collected from the bank or credit card company : 
and 

a digital content playing device communicatively coupled to the Internet with 
the communication line, the digital content playing device configured to play usod for 
at l oast p l ay i ng the content file on the distributing recording medium and having a 
function of communicating via the communication line with the management unit, the 
piece oidata being necessary for the digital content playing device to play the data 
body, wherein 

when a request to play the content file is inputted by a user to the digital 
content playing device, the digital content playing device transmits the request via 
the communication line to the management unit, the management unit checks 
authentication of the user related to the request before transmitting the piece of data 
via the communication line to the digital content playing device, and the digital 
content playing device uses the header information on the distributing recording 
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medium and the piece of data in play operation to play the data body on the 
distributing recording medium. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended). A distributing recording medium fabrication device 
used for the system for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to 
claim 1 , which separates the piece of data from a content file having header 
information and a data body for recording and records the content file separated 
from the piece pj_data on a recording medium received in the preparation device to 
create a distributing recording medium. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended). A digital content playing device used for the system 
for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 1 , which has 
the functions of: 

when a request to play the content file is inputted by the user, transmitting the 
request via the communication line to the management unit; and thereafter, 

when the piece oidata is transmitted from the management unit via the 
communication line, using the header information on the distributing recording 
medium and the piece of data in play operation to play the data body on the 
distributing recording medium. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A recording medium storing playing software used 
for the system for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 
1 , wherein the digital content playing device is a computer and the playing software 
is processed by the computer, and 

wherein the system is made such that when a request to play the content file 
is inputted by the user, the request is transmitted via the communication line to the 
management unit, and thereafter, 

when the piece of data is transmitted from the management unit via the 
communication line, the header information on the distributing recording medium 
and the piece of data are used in play operation to play the data body on the 
distributing recording medium. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A system for preventing the unauthorized play of 
digital content, comprising: 

a bank or credit card company communicatively coupled to the Internet with a 
communication line: 

a delivery management unit communicatively coupled to the Internet with the 
communication line, the delivery management unit configured to deliver de li ver i ng a 
content file having header information and a data body via the [[a]] communication 
line and managing use of the data body; and 

a digital content playing device communicatively coupled to the Internet with 
the communication line, the digital content playing device capable of communicating 
via the communication line with the delivery management unit and used for at least 
playing the content file delivered from the delivery management unit, wherein 

when a request to download the content file is inputted by a user to the digital 
content playing device, the digital content playing device transfers the request via 
the communication line to the delivery management unit, the delivery management 
unit transfers the content file related to the request via the communication line to the 
digital content playing device with the content file lacking a part of the header 
information to prevent unauthorized play and unauthorized copy thereof, wherein the 
communication line is configured to communicate the piece of data after a charge is 
collected from the bank or credit card company, thoroaftor. 

when a request to play the content file under authentication and charging 
conditions is inputted by the user to the digital content playing device, the digital 
content playing device transfers the request via the communication line to the 
delivery management unit, the delivery management unit checks authentication and 
charging of the user related to the request to transfer the prepared part of the header 
information as a_piece of data via the communication line to the digital content 
playing device, and 

the digital content playing device uses the header information of the 
transferred content file and the piece of data only in play operation to play the data 
body of the content file. 
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Claim 7 (Currently Amended): A system for preventing unauthorized play of digital 
content comprising: 

a bank or credit card company communicatively coupled to the Internet with a 
communication line: 

a delivery management unit which is a server communicatively coupled to the 
Internet with the communication line, the server storing i n wh i ch a content file having 
header information and a data body is prepared in a state of lacking part of the 
header information and the part of the header information is prepared as a piece of 
data, and which delivers the content file via a communication line and manages use 
of the data body; and 

a digital content playing device communicatively coupled to the Internet with 
capab le of commun i cat i ng v i a the communication line that is communicatively 
coupled to the bank or credit card company and [[with]] the delivery management 
unit , the digital content playing device [[and]] used for at least playing the content file 
delivered from the delivery management unit, the piece of data being necessary for 
the digital content.playing device to play the data body, wherein 

when a request to download the content file is inputted by a user to the digital 
content playing device, the digital content playing device transmits the request via 
the communication line to the delivery management unit, the delivery management 
unit transmits the content file related to the request via the communication line to the 
digital content playing device, , wherein the communication line is configured to 
communicate the piece of data after a charge is collected from the bank or credit 
card company, th e r e aft e r, 

when a request to play the content file is inputted by the user to the digital 
content playing device, the digital content playing device transmits the request via 
the communication line to the delivery management unit, the delivery management 
unit checks authentication of the user related to the request to transmit the piece of 
data of the content file related to the request via the communication line to the digital 
content playing device, and 

the digital content playing device uses the header information of the 
transmitted content file and the piece of data in play operation to play the data body 
of the content file. 
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Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A digital content playing device used for the system 
for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 6, which has 
functions of: 

when a request to download the content file is inputted by a user, transmitting 
the request via the communication line to the delivery management unit; after the 
content file is transmitted from the delivery management unit, when a request to play 
the content file is inputted by the user, transmitting the request via the 
communication line to the delivery management unit; and thereafter, 

when the piece of data is transmitted from the delivery management unit via 
the communication line, using the header information of the transmitted content file 
and the piece of data in play operation to play the data body of the content file. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A recording medium storing playing software used 
for the system for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 
6, wherein the digital content playing device is a computer and the playing software 
is processed by the computer, and in which the system is made such that when a 
request to download the content file is inputted by the user, the request is 
transmitted via the communication line to the delivery management unit, after the 
content file is transmitted from the delivery management unit, when a request to play 
the content file is inputted by the user, the request is transmitted via the 
communication line to the delivery management unit, and thereafter, when the piece 
of data is transmitted from the delivery management unit via the communication line, 
the header information of the transmitted content file and the piece pj_data are used 
in play operation to play the data body of the content file. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The system for preventing unauthorized play of 
digital content according to claim 1 , wherein the digital content playing device has 
functions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which the piece of 
data is transmitted from the management unit or the delivery management unit; and 
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when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the 
transmitted piece of data. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended): The digital content playing device used for the 
system for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 4, 
which has functions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which the piece of 
data is transmitted from the management unit or the delivery management unit; and 
when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the transmitted 
piece of data. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The playing software used for the system for 
preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 5, comprising 
additional descriptions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which the piece of 
data is transmitted from the management unit or the delivery management unit, and 

when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the 
transmitted piece of data. 

Claim 13 (Previously Presented): The system for preventing unauthorized play of 
digital content according to claim 1 , wherein the digital content playing device is a 
computer, provided that playing software processed by the computer is prepared in 
the management unit or the delivery management unit, when a request to download 
the playing software is inputted by the user to the digital content playing device, the 
digital content playing device transmits the request via the communication line to the 
management unit or the delivery management unit, the management unit or the 
delivery management unit transmits the playing software related to the request via 
the communication line to the digital content playing device, and the digital content 
playing device downloads the playing software. 
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Claim 14 (Cancelled): A d i g i ta l content unauthor i zed p l ay provont i on method, 
where i n prov i ded that a content f i le hav i ng header i nformat i on and a data body i n a 
d i g i ta l cont e nt p l ay i ng d e v i c e pr e v i ous l y l acks a part of th e h e ad e r i nformat i on, and 
that th e part of th e h e ad e r i nformat i on i s prepar e d as p ie c e data i n manag e m e nt un i t 
for manag i ng use of the content f il e in tho dev i ce and capab l e of commun i cat i ng v i a 
a commun i cat i on li no w i th the dev i ce, when a request to p l ay the content f il e under 
authent i cat i on and charg i ng cond i t i ons i s i nputted by a user to tho dov i co, tho dev i ce 
transfers tho request v i a tho commun i cat i on l i no to tho management un i t, tho 
management un i t chocks authent i cat i on and charg i ng of tho user re l ated to tho 
request to transfer tho p i ece data v i a tho commun i cat i on li no to tho dov i co, tho p i oco 
data b ei ng n e c e ssary for th e d e v i c e to play th e data body, and th e d e v i c e us e s th e 
header i nformat i on of tho content f il e and tho p i oco data on l y i n p l ay operat i on to 
p l ay tho data body of tho content f il e. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The system for preventing the unauthorized play of 
digital content according to claim 2, wherein the request to play the content file by 
the user is made under an authentication and and/ef charging condition of the user. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): The system for preventing unauthorized play of 
digital content according to claim 10, wherein the digital content playing device has 
functions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which, aside from the 
piece of data, the content file is transmitted from the delivery management unit; and 
when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the transmitted 
content file. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): The digital content playing device used for the 
system for preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 1 1 , 
which has functions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which, aside from the 
piece of data, the content file is transmitted from the delivery management unit; and 
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when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the 
transmitted content file. 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The playing software used for the system for 
preventing unauthorized play of digital content according to claim 12, comprising 
additional descriptions of: 

determining an elapsed period from the point of time at which, aside from the 
piece of data, the content file is transmitted from the delivery management unit, and 

when the elapsed period reaches a predetermined period, deleting the 
transmitted content file. 

Claim 19 (Cancelled): A d i g i ta l cont e nt unauthor i z e d p l ay pr e v e nt i on m e thod, 
whoro i n prov i ded that a content f il o having hoador i nformat i on and a data body i n a 
d i g i ta l content p l ay i ng dev i ce prev i ously l acks a part of tho hoador i nformat i on, and 
that tho part of tho hoador i nformat i on i s prepared as a p i ooo data i n managomont 
un i t for manag i ng us o of th o cont e nt f ilo i n th o d o v i c o and commun i cab lo v i a a 
commun i cat i on li no w i th tho dov i co, tho p i oco data bo i ng nocossary for tho dov i co to 
p l ay tho data body, whon a roquost to p l ay tho content f il o i s i nputted by a ucor to 
th e d e v i c e , th e d e v i c e transm i ts th e r e qu e st v i a th e commun i cat i on li n e to th e 
managomont un i t, tho managomont unit chocks authent i cat i on of tho usor ro l atod to 
tho roquost to transm i t tho p i oco data of tho content f il o ro l atod to tho roquost v i a tho 
commun i cat i on li no to tho dov i co, and tho dov i co usos tho hoador i nformat i on of tho 
content f il o and tho p i oco data i n p l ay operat i on to p l ay tho data body of tho content 
file- 
Claim 20 (Cancelled): Tho system for provont i ng unauthor i zed p l ay of d i g i ta l 
cont e nt r e c i t e d i n c l a i m 2, wh e r ei n th e commun i cat i on li n e conn e cts v i a th e I nt e rn e t . 
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